
 
Preparing You For Your Education Session: 
KS2 Darwin’s Dilemma 
Duration: 45 mins 
Please see your confirmation letter for details of where to meet your Discovery and Learning Officer for 
your session 

Using the Zoo to support this session 
 
The photocopiable worksheet on the reverse of this page encourages pupils to recognise how related 
animals have adaptations that are suited to the habitat that they live in.  
 
Visit some of these animals at the zoo to discuss different adaptations of the animals with your students. 
You can discuss how animals that are related have different adaptations based on the habitat that they live 
in:  
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Session content 
 

In Darwin’s Dilemma students will be introduced to Darwin’s 
Theory of Evolution through simple and interactive activities. 
Students will explore how animals are adapted to suit their 
habitats and will gain an understanding of how these 
adaptations come about through the process of natural 
selection. Students will also get the opportunity to create their 
own futuristic giraffe based on different changing habitat 
conditions.  

 Suggested classroom activity (for before or after your visit) 
Students are assigned animals to research which are particularly well adapted for either feeding, 
avoiding predation, movement, extreme climate or nocturnal life. They must identify at least one 
adaptation which helps the animal with this aspect of survival, and find out more about how this feature 
helps the animals live in its habitat. Download the glossary of terms that supports this session.  

During the session students 
will: 
 recognise that living things have 

changed over time 
 identify an adaptation that 

makes an animal well suited to 
the habitat in which it lives 

 examine variation in offspring 
and suggest which variations 
may be more successful 

Curriculum links 
 

KS2 Science—Evolution and Inheritance: Pupils should recognise that living things have changed over 
time; identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that 
adaptation may lead to evolution  

Animal Region 

Reticulated Giraffe Africa 

Bactrian Camel Asia 

Californian Sealion Base Camp 

European Brown Bear Europe 



An adaptation that helps the animal to be 
a successful predator.   
 
 
Animal: 
 
Adaptation: 
 
Animal: 
 
Adaptation:  

Survival skills 
 
Animals have different adaptations that help them survive in 
their habitat. Animals from the same habitat have similar ad-
aptations.  
 
Try and fill out the below questions by visiting animals 
around the zoo and identifying different adaptations that 
they have. 

An adaptation that helps the animal to 
hide from predators.  
 
 
Animal: 
 
Adaptation: 
 
Animal: 
 
Adaptation:  

An adaptation that helps animals to communicate with other animals in its group: 
 

Animal: 
Adaptation: 

An adaptation that helps the animal to 
eat its food. 
 
 
Animal: 
 
Feeding adaptation: 
 
Animal: 
 
Feeding adaptation:  

An adaptation that helps the animal to 
exist in a cold habitat.  
 
Animal: 
 
Adaptation: 

An adaptation that helps the animal to 
exist in a hot habitats.  
 
Animal: 
 
Adaptation: 
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