
Preparing You For Your 
Education Session: 
Discover Classification 

Location: Education Centre (map ref. I2) 
Duration: 35-45 mins 

Using the Zoo to support this session 
The photocopiable worksheet on the reverse of this page encourages pupils to find and make 
observations of Zoo animals from the main vertebrate and invertebrate groups. 
 
Other activities to do during your visit: 
 Take photographs of animals that belong to the different animal groups.  Use them back at 

school for games and activities such as the example in the box below. 
 
 Visit B.U.G.S! (map ref. C7) and try and find an animal from each of the animal groups.  Make 

drawings of or notes on their most important features.  Here are some animals you might find: 
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Session content 
During the session pupils find out how the features of an 
animal’s body help us to group and classify them. 
 
Students investigate real animal skins, bones and eggs 
belonging to the five vertebrate groups (and some 
invertebrates), and identify the common features of each 
group. 
They then use their knowledge to identify and correctly 
classify a live animal by looking at its features. 

Suggested classroom activity (for before or after your visit) 
Make a key for identifying the animals at the Zoo, considering their similarities and differences. 
If this is done after the visit then photos taken during the trip could be used to enhance the key. 

During the session pupils 
will: 
 Sit, listen, answer and ask 

questions 
 Participate in hands-on 

activities 
 Work in small groups and 

share findings with the rest of 
the class 

 Meet a live animal 
 

Please note: Teachers and other adults are responsible for accompanying the pupils during the sessions and for 
their behaviour and conduct throughout their visit. Regrettably, if a reasonable standard of behaviour is not met the 
Education Officer will terminate the session 

Group Example from B.U.G.S! 

Mammals Tamarin monkey 

Fish Coral reef tank - clown fish 

Birds Starling 

Amphibians Axolotl 

Invertebrates Upside-down jellyfish 

Curriculum links 

KS3 Science 
Pupils should be taught that all living things show variation, can be classified and are 
interdependent, interacting with each other and their environment. 



A warm-blooded mammal 
 
Animal 1: 
Description 
 
 
 
 
 
Animal 2: 
Description 
 
 
 
 
 

A cold-blooded reptile 
 
Animal 1: 
Description 
 
 
 
 
 
Animal 2: 
Description 
 
 
 
 

An animal with wet scales 
 
 
Animal 1: 
Description 
 
 
 
 
 
Animal 2: 
Description 

 
 
A poisonous amphibian 
 
 
Animal 1: 
Description 
 
 
 
 
 
Animal 2: 
Description 

A 6-legged invertebrate 
 
Animal 1: 
Description 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Animal 2: 
Description 
 
 

A bird with brightly coloured feathers 
 
Animal 1: 
Description 
 
 
 
Animal 2: 
Description 

I-spy animal groups 
 

Find animals from all the animal groups. 
 

Keep your eyes open as you walk around the Zoo 
and see if you can spot animals from these 6 animal 
groups; mammal, reptile, bird, amphibian, fish and 
invertebrate. 
 
Tick them off, write the name of an animal that fits 
the description and use the space to describe it. 
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